State of Utah
National Professional Geologist Examinations (ASBOG)

Candidate Information Bulletin
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

GENERAL TESTING INFORMATION

1. HOW DO I REGISTER TO TEST? To register and schedule
for testing, go to:

The Division has contracted with Prov, Inc. to
administer the following examinations:
• Fundamentals of Geology (ASBOG)
• Practice of Geology (ASBOG)

https://www.provexam.com/register.
You may also call us toll-free at 877-228-3926.
Click here for more information about registering.
2. WHERE CAN I TEST? You may test at any one of
Prov’s testing centers. Click here for a current list
and directions to each of our Utah testing centers.
3. HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? Candidates pay for each
examination portion they are requesting to take.
The cost shown below is the cost of each
examination, whether you are taking it for the first
time or are retaking the examination:
Fundamentals of Geology
Practice of Geology

$250
$300

5. WHAT IS ON THE TEST? Click here for information
about the available examinations.
MORE QUESTIONS
Please read through this bulletin completely for
answers to your questions. If you still have unanswered
questions, you may contact us at the following:
For Testing Questions Prov
9980 South 300 West,
Suite 200
Sandy, Utah 84070
Phone: (877) 228-3926
www.provexam.com
Hours: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.
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EXAMINATION CATEGORIES & COST
The examination fees are as follows:
Fundamentals of Geology
Practice of Geology

$250
$300

Payment is required when scheduling. You are
responsible for ensuring that you take the correct
examination(s) for your license.
TABLE OF CONTENTS

4. WHEN DO I GET MY TEST RESULTS? Examination results
will be emailed to you within approximately sixty
(60) days after the test.

For Licensing Questions UT DOPL
160 E 300 S, 4th Floor
Salt Lake City, UT 84114
Ph: (801) 530-6628
(866) 275-3675 toll-free in UT
https://dopl.utah.gov/geo/
Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The purpose of this bulletin is to provide you
information about taking your licensing examination
with the State of Utah.

Frequently asked questions.......................................... 1
More questions ............................................................ 1
General Testing Information ........................................ 1
Examination Categories & Cost .................................... 1
Table of Contents ......................................................... 1
Testing with Prov .......................................................... 2
Where to take your exam in Utah ................................ 2
How to Register Online................................................. 2
Scheduling by Phone .................................................... 2
Cancel/Rescheduling Policy .......................................... 3
Preparing for Your Exam............................................... 3
Exam Descriptions ........................................................ 3
Results Reporting.......................................................... 3
Test Day Rules and Procedures .................................... 3
Check-in Deadline............................................................ 3
Proof of Identity................................................................ 3
Prohibited Items ............................................................... 4
Visitor Policy .................................................................... 4

Prov’s Non-Discrimination Statement .......................... 4
Special Accommodations ............................................. 4
Exam Test Site Availability ............................................ 4
Test Site Instructions .................................................... 5

© Prov, Inc. 2020

Page 1

State of Utah Professional Geologist Examination

Candidate Information Bulletin

TESTING WITH PROV
Your exam will be administered in a paper/pencil
format at one of Prov’s testing centers.

7. Select the SCHEDULE hyperlink to check the
calendar for a specific testing center.

WHERE TO TAKE YOUR EXAM IN UTAH
The ASBOG national examinations are delivered in
Prov’s Utah testing centers. These centers are located
in:
•
•
•

Layton
Sandy
Provo

1. To schedule online, navigate to the following URL:
https://www.provexam.com/register
2. Use the Dropdown menu under “Select Certifying
Body”, and select:
UT - Professional Licenses

3. Under “Select a License/certificate”, choose the
license (and language) you are seeking (choose
one of the following):

o National Professional Geologist (ASBOG)
NEXT

4. Enter the following information into the fields that
are provided.
• Name (First and Last)
• Social Security number
• Street address
• City, State, Postal Code
• Email Address
• Telephone Number
Then select the button labeled:

SAVE CHANGES

5. Select a Date, Time, Location for each exam by
selecting the link labeled:

6. Prov’s scheduling system will search for the closest
testing centers to the address you entered.
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8. Select a test date and time from the calendar that
matches your schedule. Confirm your selected date
and time and select Add to Cart.
Note: The National Examinations are only given two
times per year so you will have to navigate to the
month when the test is given. The currently scheduled
National Exams are planned for:

HOW TO REGISTER ONLINE

Then press

You must select the Delivery Method of Paper-Pencil,
and then select Locate Sites to be taken to the
schedules for this national examination.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

October 2, 2020
March 19, 2021
October 1, 2021
March 18, 2022
September 30, 2022
March 17, 2023
October 6, 2023

9. Proceed to payment. Please enter your form of
electronic payment (e.g. MasterCard, Visa, AMEX).
If you have provided an email address, the invoice
for your exam payment will be automatically
emailed to you.
This invoice will include
information regarding your scheduled date/time.
If you have any problems with online scheduling, give
us a call at (877) 228-3926.
SCHEDULING BY PHONE
To schedule for an examination by phone, candidates
should contact Prov toll free at (877) 228-3926. Prov
scheduling staff is available 6:00 a.m. through 10:00
p.m. MT, Monday through Friday.
Candidates should be prepared to provide the Prov
scheduling staff with their name, social security
number and their address. Once registered in the
database, Prov staff will search for the next available
testing session at the candidate’s preferred testing
location and will provide candidates with any alternate
locations that may be in close proximity to their
address. Once candidates are scheduled, Prov staff will
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email them information regarding their testing
schedule.
CANCEL/RESCHEDULING POLICY
Tests cannot be cancelled once they have been
scheduled. Candidates are obligated to appear for
testing on the date that has been selected.
PREPARING FOR YOUR EXAM
The licensing examination that you will take has been
designed to test your technical knowledge of
Professional Geologist or your knowledge of the Laws
& Rules governing Professional Geologist businesses.
Prov recommends that you prepare for your exam by
familiarizing yourself with the subject areas listed in
each exam description.
Additionally, familiarize
yourself with the reference materials that are allowed
during the examination. The more time you spend
outside of the testing room studying, the less time you
will need to spend in the testing room trying to location
information. You are encouraged to prepare your test
materials by highlighting text or placing permanent
tabs on important pages.

Fundamentals of Geology Examination (FG)
# of Questions

240

140

Practice of Geology Examination (PG)
Time Allowed (mins)

# of Questions

240

110

A study guide for each examination is available from
ASBOG®’s website at www.asbog.org.
Both examinations are delivered in CLOSED book
format. A non-programmable calculator that is silent,
battery operated, does not have paper tape printing
capabilities, and does not have a keyboard containing
the alphabet will be allowed in the examination site. A
protractor, straight edge, engineer’s scale, and colored
pencils should be brought to the examination, as they
may be useful for some questions.
The following are the content domains for the examinations:
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RESULTS REPORTING
To assure national uniformity, ASBOG® provides DOPL
with a nationally recommended score. A scaled score
of 70 has been established as the standard of minimum
competency and 100 is the highest score possible.
However, legal authority for making a licensing decision
rests solely with DOPL and not with ASBOG®.
Examination scores will be reported approximately 75
days following the examination.
TEST DAY RULES AND PROCEDURES

Check-in Deadline
The doors to the testing center will open at least 30
minutes before all scheduled testing appointments in
order to check candidates into the testing center. You
should plan to arrive early to make sure you are seated
by the time the testing begins. If you arrive late, AND
the testing session has already begun, YOU WILL BE
TURNED AWAY, will forfeit your exam fees, and will be
required to reschedule for a future testing date. All
tests begin at the same time and as such cannot be
started after the testing has commenced.

EXAM DESCRIPTIONS

Time Allowed (mins)

A. General Geology: Field Geology, Geophysics,
Imagery, Modeling, & Graphical Methods
B. Mineralogy, Petrology, & Petrography
Sedimentology, Stratigraphy, & Paleontology
Quaternary Geology, Geomorphology, &
Surficial Processes
C. Structure, Tectonics, & Seismology
D. Hydrogeology & Environmental Geochemistry
Engineering Geology
E. Economic Geology & Energy Resources

Proof of Identity
Upon arriving at the testing center, you will be required
to
show
government-issued,
photo-bearing
identification. The photo-bearing ID must be current
and valid. Forms of valid photo-bearing ID are a driver’s
license, passport, or military ID. You will also be
required to sign a test center log and will be
photographed by the test center staff.
If you cannot produce a valid government-issued photo
ID, refuse to participate in signing the test center log,
or refuse to be photographed, you will be dismissed
from the testing center and forfeit all testing fees for
that testing session.
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If you do not have a photo ID, you may still present a
valid State driver’s license without a photo, a State ID
card without a photo that is issued by the DMV, or a
birth certificate.

fees paid. Finally, anyone caught with test questions in
their possession, either during or following the
examination will be prosecuted by Prov for theft of
copyrighted testing materials.

Prohibited Items

PROV’S NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

No cameras, recorders, cell phones, computers, pagers,
tablet computers, music players, smart watches,
radios, electronic games, or any other electronic
devices are allowed in the testing room. Talking and
smoking are not allowed in the testing room.
Additionally, other personal items such as purses,
notebooks, un-authorized references or study
materials, briefcases, backpacks, wallets, pens, pencils,
other writing devices, food or any other items should
be placed in secure storage at the testing facility.
For exam security you may also be asked to remove
articles of clothing that may pose a security risk such as
the following:
o
o
o

Bulky clothing, scarves, hoodies, shawls, vests,
jackets, coats, and so forth.
Hats or headgear not associated with religious
reasons.
Any other clothing or device that may be
interpreted as having the potential to
compromise the testing process.

We ask that you leave all unauthorized materials in
your car or vehicle.
If you are caught using
unauthorized materials during testing, these materials
will be confiscated, your testing will be terminated with
fees forfeited, and the Division will be notified of your
dismissal from the exam.

Visitor Policy
No one other than the candidate will be allowed in the
testing room. Non-testing visitors are NOT permitted
to wait in the lobby while candidates test.

Unethical Conduct Policy
Any individual caught giving or receiving assistance
during or after the examination or caught using
unauthorized materials during the examination will be
reported directly to the Department. Those caught in
the act of cheating will be dismissed from the
examination and their testing results will be frozen.
Furthermore, the candidate will forfeit the examination
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Prov provides equal access to its exams and testing
programs for all eligible persons. Although individual
jurisdictions that Prov represents are wholly
responsible for determining eligibility of candidates, it
is the policy of Prov to maintain an environment free of
discrimination and to prohibit discrimination and
harassment against any person on the basis of race,
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and veteran,
marital or family status.
Harassment of Prov program participants, proctors,
staff or candidates will not be tolerated. If candidates
wish to express concerns about discrimination, they
should contact Prov at 877-228-3926 or write to: Prov,
Inc., 9980 South 300 West, Suite 200, Sandy, Utah
84070.
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS
Prov complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) in providing special accommodations for
candidates that require additional assistance during
the testing process.
If candidates feel that they qualify for a special
accommodation during testing, they should contact
Prov at (877) 228-3926. Prov will require written
documentation from a licensed physician or
psychologist documenting the disability and further
require a request describing the requested remedy.
Prov will then work directly with the candidates to
make the accommodations they will need in order to
complete their examination.
EXAM TEST SITE AVAILABILITY
The national examinations are given two (2) times each
year. In order to register for the examination, you must
submit your registration by the dates shown below:
Registration Cut-off
August 13, 2020
January 28, 2021
August 12, 2021
January 27, 2022
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September 30, 2022
March 17, 2023
October 6, 2023

TEST SITE INSTRUCTIONS
Examinations are given in Prov’s Utah offices which are
located at the following address:
Prov Testing Center
1776 N Hill Field Road, Suite 1
Layton, Utah 84041
Prov Testing Center
10645 S State Street
Sandy, Utah 84070
Prov Testing Center
2255 N University Parkway, Suite 11
Provo, Utah 84604
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